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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
GREYHOUND REGULATORY BOARD HELD AT PROCTER HOUSE ON
FRIDAY 25TH JUNE 2010 AT 11AM
Present:
		Mr S Winfield (Chair)			(SW)
		Mr B Faulkner (CEO)			(BF)
		Mr S Gower (Veterinary Director)		(SG)
		Mr P Illingworth (SSS)			(PI)

In Attendance:
		Mr J Blake (Director of Accreditation)	(JB)

1. Apologies

An Apology was received from Director of Regulation Declan Donnelly (DD).

2. Minutes of the Meeting on 28th May 2010

The minutes were agreed by SW.

3. Matters Arising

Item 4 Rules Review – SW sought legal advice regarding GBGB employees being subject to the GBGB Rules of Racing. (see Rules Review for details)

Item 9 AOB, Sales Trials – SW to review Sales Trials (including transportation requirements). SW to propose to GBGB board a discussion group to include: a Promoter; a Sales Organiser; a Sales Agent; the GBGB and IGB.

4. Rules Review

Penalty Guidelines

Gordon Bissett had reported back from the Penalty Guidelines Work Group that it would be necessary to look further into how Inquiries are handled from the outset, not just the penalties. SW agreed that this may be necessary but it was not within the remit of the RRC to do so. SW will go back to the RRC and reiterate the GBGB Board requirement to have a Penalty Guidelines document. SW will also report to the GBGB Board on this matter and defer the findings to a new agreed deadline. 

Action: SW to work with RRC on Penalty Guidelines and update GBGB Board on progress.

GBGB Employees

SW sought legal advice on whether Rule 2 should be amended to incorporate GBGB employees as persons subject to the Rules of Racing. The legal advice is that the Rules of Racing are for the participants and not the Administrators of the sport. Administrators should be managed by the GBGB Articles of Association or any GBGB Employee Policies introduced. SW to report this to the GBGB Board.

Action: SW to update GBGB Board on legal advice.
Action: BF to work with Zoe O’Brien and create GBGB policies to cover this issue.



5. Senior Stipendiary Steward Update

Stipes Meetings

PI reported that two Stipes meetings had now taken place recently and that they had elicited positive responses from the field staff on a number of issues. PI put forward the view that the Stipes are currently being stretched by the required number of samples that need to be taken to meet our contractual commitment with HFL. SG suggested asking the Racecourse to take samples on instruction from DD, PI or a Stipendiary Steward. BF suggested speaking to the RCPA on this matter.

Action: BF to raise issue at next GBGB Board meeting.

Racecourse Inspections

PI reported that with the exception of  Crayford (which is being Inspected in September as a witnessed assessment by UKAS, as part of their on-going surveillance of GBGB) all bar one track has had their planned Annual Racecourse Inspection, in line with our commitment to have them all done by the end of June.

Towcester Racecourse Application

PI produced a report outlining some of the findings of an Inspection that took place with Stipe Irene Haselwood on Thursday 24th June at Towcester Racecourse following their application for a temporary licence. PI proposed that the Certification Body of GBGB give consideration to awarding a conditional licence to the horseracing venue when they have met all the relevant commitments, in particular the requirements of the secondary legislation of the Animal Welfare Act.BF suggested that the application should have a letter of appointment from Towcester Racecourse stating that GOBATA are acting as managing agents for this application.

GRB supported the conditions under which this application might be reviewed for a temporary grant by the Certification Body.

Action: DD on behalf of the Certification Body to write to GOBATA detailing the findings of the Inspection and the conditions and term for which a temporary licence might be awarded.

Minimum Criteria for New Racecourses

SW raised the point that there were no precise minimum criteria or business plan templates as part of the application process for a New Racecourse. The meeting agreed that this was something they wished to introduce to current procedures in due course and would make all prospective candidates aware of any such changes through the normal channels. It was decided that BF would propose some criteria for review by the GRB.

Action: BF to propose to the GRB possible criteria for new racecourse applicants.

6. Veterinary Director

Veterinary Sub Committee

SG reported that plans were afoot to arrange Vet training days in November utilising the combined experience of the SGV and AGTV.

Veterinary Kennel Inspections

SG asked whether the new Vets’ Inspection Forms would need a Rule change to back them up to ensure they were completed, or whether a Calendar notice was sufficient. PI stated that if managed correctly in the office a Calendar Notice would be enough and would help get the process underway sooner.

Action: DD to draft a Calendar notice on the requirement on licensed trainers to have an annual Vet’s Kennel Inspection.

Medication

SG reported that the VMD has put pressure on Vets to report any mishandling of medication at a trainer’s kennel. SW suggested that GBGB does not involve itself at this stage but rather allow the Vets and VMD to discuss the matter. SG stated that he is due to attend a meeting between the British Horseracing Authority (BHA) and VMD on this subject in July.

FEI
SG stated that through the FEI the GBGB’s memorandum of understanding with the BHA had been extended to include anonymous data on drugs, medication and other substances found in samples retrieved by both sports.

7. AOB

Coventry’s Application for a Racecourse Licence

BF stated that contrary to some press reports Martin Dore acting on behalf of Coventry has stated publicly that he has withdrawn his application for a Racecourse Licence. DD has written to Mr Dore requesting him to formally confirm the position of the application.

Walthamstow

BF stated that a request had been made by the Save Our Stow (SOS) campaign for funding from the GBGB to refurbish the stand at Walthamstow and for an assurance that any application for a Racecourse Licence should be treated as a renewal and not as a new application.

BF replied to SOS stating that GBGB supported the effort to re-open Walthamstow but that at this time the requests made could not be considered. BF also wrote to the Mayor of London re-iterating GBGB’s support of the effort to re-open Walthamstow.

Positive Samples

BF raised a question over how the reporting of a positive sample is currently handled, particularly in relation to the media. There was a general discussion on this important issue and a consensus on the need to adopt a policy that best balanced the needs of licensees, the GBGB and the public image of the sport.  

Action: BF agreed to draft a new policy on the reporting of positive samples for review by the GRB.

8. Date of Next Meeting

Friday 30th July 2010
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